English 10 






Name:

Mr. Fisher

Your Final International Exploration Project: This Year is “Movie” Way Too Fast!
(Sorry—It was the best I could come up with!)

Introduction: Is there anything more enjoyable that going to the movies? Actually, don’t answer that. No, really, don’t. Anyway, my point is that people from India to Indiana love going to the movies. However, a movie made in Indiana could be very different from a movie made in India (or, for that matter, the West Indies!). You see, movies are just another window through which we can examine a country’s culture. Of course, I hope someone from Libya does not judge my country based on watching a movie. Similarly, a movie from Libya may only spotlight one aspect of the country. Still, a spotlight is better than nothing (though I’d prefer “nothing” if my only other choice was a Jack Black movie!). 

More on Jack Black: Okay, he was good in School of Rock. I’ll give you that. But come on, Gulliver’s Travels? Shallow Hal? Nacho Libre? I have never even seen either of these, and I just know they suck!  How could they not? Anyway, I should get back to the assignment.
One Last Note on Jack Black: I originally wrote this whole “Jack Black” thing years ago, but I couldn’t think of a suitable replacement, so I kept it. Could it be that Jack Black is actually so unique that he is irreplaceable? I just don’t know, but the thought frightens me…kind of like seeing Jack Black gazing through your window. Frightening.

Your Assignment: Find a film made in your previously-assigned country. Watch it. Hopefully, enjoy it. Write about it.
Required Elements: Your movie review MUST have the following elements:
· A thesis: An arguable claim about the value of the work with reasons. Basically, was it good? Why or why not?
· Plot summary: Keep this part short. It should take up a paragraph or two at most. Also, do not reveal the ending and spoil it for your reader!
· Evaluation: What are the movie’s strengths and weaknesses? 

· Analysis: Goes with “Evaluation.” Basically, you are discussing elements of the movie. These can include the acting, directing, music, lighting, cinematography, special effects/CGI, along with many other “minor” elements.
Optional Elements: Your movie MUST include at least one of the following:
· Background information to provide context. This can be information about the historical setting, people, events, or ideas in the movie. It can also be information on the making of the movie itself, or the backgrounds of those who made the movie (director, actors, and others).
· Comparison/ Contrast: Explain how the movie is similar or different from another movie or book (if the movie is made from a book, for instance). 

· Classification/Division: How could this movie be categorized? It is a subversive comedy? A mindless action film? A classic film noir?  

· Reception: How the film was received by audiences and/or critics. Did it win any awards? Did it deserve them?
· Narrative: Sometimes a story of the reviewer’s experience with the film or the issue it depicts is relevant and interesting. So, this would be your experience watching the movie.
Other Thoughts:

· This should be handed in on turnitin.com
· You can use “I” in this paper.
· You will lose 20 points if you choose a movie that is not from your country (unless you have permission)
· You do not need to use quotations in the review, but if you want to quote the movie, go nuts.
· Length: 2-4 pages.
Possible Questions You May Ask:
· Uhh, define “made in your assigned country?” Sure! I’d like to see the writer and/or director from your country. The company that made the movie should also ideally be from your country.
· What if it’s an American movie about my country? You can’t use it. Hollywood cannot really capture another country the same way a country can capture itself. Imagine if North Korea made a movie about America. Would it be American? That was a rhetorical question. The answer is, obviously, no.
· I’m sorry, I don’t speak Swahili. How the heck can I do this project? Almost any movie that is available to you will have subtitles. You’ll be okay.
· Where the heck can I find a movie from my country? Your best bet is Netflix, Amazon Prime, Youtube, or one of the other web-based movie sources. Do some research online to learn about possible titles, then check Netflix (or a similar site) and see if they have it. Also, nearby libraries may have a few foreign films, as do a number of other libraries in Massachusetts. Check the library, and if it doesn’t have the one for which you are looking, ask for help and use the Interlibrary Loan system to find a movie in a nearby library.
· Do I have to get my movie approved? No. However, I encourage you to ask me if your movie is from your country, if you are unsure. 
· Oh no! My movie has nudity! What should I do? You should decide if you want to see the movie. If your parents/guardians say it is inappropriate and don’t want you to watch the movie, follow their rules. However, as long as it is a real movie (not porn, people!), I am ok with whatever your parents/guardians allow. 
Grade: 


Thesis:  _________________ (10 pts)
Plot Summary and Detail: ___________ (10 pts)

Evaluation and Analysis: ____________ (50 pts)

Use of “Optional Elements”: _____________ (20 pts)
Quality of Writing: _______________ (10 pts)

TOTAL:       /100

Project Due: Tuesday, 5/22.
