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The Hobbit Study Guide #3: Chapters 7-8
Please answer the following questions in complete sentences. If I feel the answers make no sense, I reserve the right to deny credit. Otherwise, a “check” equals a 10/10, a “check plus” equals a 12/10, and a “check minus” equals a 6/10. Skipped questions will lead to an automatic “check minus,” so I strongly encourage you to try to answer them all!

1. How does Gandalf go about introducing himself and the dwarves to Beorn? Why did he do this? Was it a good decision? Why or why not?




2. Who is Beorn? Should the dwarves and Bilbo trust him? Why or why not? 





3. Why does Gandalf say he must leave the others? Do you think he wants to leave? Why or why not? Why does Tolkien need to make Gandalf leave for the sake of the story? Explain your reasoning.





4. What advice are the dwarves and Bilbo given about Mirkwood? Who gives it to them? How might it be difficult to follow this advice?





5. How do the dwarves and Bilbo cross the stream? What problems do they encounter? Who is “harmed” by the stream? Why do you think Tolkien includes this scene in the middle of the “darkness” of Mirkwood?





6. Who (or what) captures the dwarves? How does Bilbo save them? Who “disappears” at the end of the chapter?





7. How does Bilbo change in this chapter? How do you think this change will affect the rest of the novel? 
